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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PEPREGISXF 

SUBJECT: PRESS TREATMENT OF BEGIN SPEECH AND PEACE 
PROCESS 

SUMMARY. MAIN HEADLINES MARCH 30 DEAL WITH BEGIN'S 
KNESSET SPEECH, HIGHLIGHTING DIFFERENCES WITH U.S. AND 
HIS DIFFICULTIES WITH OPPOSITION, CONTRAST GOE POSITIVE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ROLE IN PEACE PROCESS. EDITORIALS CRITICIZE BEGIN FOR 
VACILLATING POLICY AND STATE GOE WILL "WATCH AND WAIT" 
FOR CHANGES IN ISRAEL AND U.S. (WHICH MUST PLAY "MORE 
EFFECTIVE" ROLE). END SUMMARY. 

1. BEGIN SPEECH. COVERAGE OF BEGIN SPEECH BEFORE 
KNESSET HIGHLIGHTED GOI DIFFERENCES WITH U.S. AND 
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BEGIN S INTERNAL POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES. PAPERS PLAYED 
PERES' SPEECH AS HIS "MOST VIOLENT ATTACK" EVER ON 
BEGIN SAYING IF SADAT'S AIM WAS TO CREATE UNREST BE- 
TWEEN ISRAEL AND U.S., BEGIN GOVERNMENT HAD "HELPED 
SADAT ACCOMPLISH THIS MISSION". 

2. COMMENTARY. AHRAM CRITICIZES BEGIN'S "VACILLA- 
TION" BETWEEN DESIRE FOR PEACE AND INABILITY TO ACHIEVE 
IT, ACCUSING HIM OF RESORTING TO DELAY TACTICS TO AVOID 
MAKING PEACE. EDITORIAL IN GUMHURIY Y A SAYS BEGIN 

TOOK OPPORTUNITY OF ARAB LEAGUE MEETING TO CLAIM HE HAD 
FORWARDED "AMENDED PROPOSALS" TO EGYPT. BUT IN FACT HE 
TRYING TO RESUME TALKS "WITHOUT MAKING ONE STEP FOR- 
WARD". BEGIN IS IN "CRITICAL POSITION" AT HOME AND IN 
TROUBLE IN U.S. GOE STRATEGY NOW IS TO "WATCH AND 
WAIT" FOR CHANGE IN ISRAEL AND AMERICA. U.S. MUST 
ASSUME 'MORE EFFECTIVE" ROLE. 

3. COMMENT. PRESS CONTINUING CONTRAST BEGIN'S DISAGREE- 
MENTS AND DIFFICULTIES WITH EGYPT AS POSITIVE ACTOR 
WHOSE INITIATIVE ENIOYS UNIVERSAL SUPPORT. NO DOUBT 
CONTRAST INSPIRED PARTLY BY ARAB LEAGUE CONFERENCE 
AND GOE S DESIRE TO SHOW SADAT INITIATIVE HAS EFFECTIVE- 
LY PUT ISRAEL ON DEFENSIVE. F.TLTS 
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